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2. 



The appHcoDt Is hereby notified that the International search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 
Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith- 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International AppBcation (see Rule 46):. 
When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normafly 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
International Search Report: however, for more details, see »ie notes on the accompanying sheet 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 

121 1 Geneva 20. Switzerland. Fasdmile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 
For nwre defatted instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

I I The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
— Article 1 7(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are tran^Ttitted herewith. 

I I With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) wider Ride 40.2. the applicant is notified that: 

I I the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
— applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
I I no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be riotif led as soon as a decision is made. 

Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the 
International Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the intemational 
application, or of the priority claim, must reach the Intemational Bureau as provided in Rules 90£ms.1 and 90bis.3, respectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for intemational publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 
international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated GfTices, a demand for intemational preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase untfl 30 months from the pnonty 
date Qn some Offices even later); othen*vise. the applicant nujst. within 20 months from the priority date, perfom> the prescribed 
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) vtrfB apply even if no demand is filed wHhin 19 
months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/lB/301 and. for details about the applicable time limits. Office by Office, see the PCT AppHcanVs 
Guide, Volume II. National Chapters and the WIPO Intemet site. 





fslame and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 
^ European Patent Office, P.B. 581 8 Palentlaan 2 
J!ft NL-2280 HV Rljswijk 

QUI Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx, 31 651 epo nl. 
»^ Pa V- {.i-ai _7n) !^iin-Ani r 


AutfK>rized officer 
Nadine Klop 



Fomi PCT/ISA/220 (January 2004) 



(See notes on accompanying sheet) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA;220 



These Notes are intended to give the baato instnictiona concerning the tiling of amendments under article 1 9. The 
Notes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Trecdy , the Rc^iafiona and the Administrative Instructions 
under that Treaty, tn.case of discrepancy Isetween these Notea and those requirements, the latter are applical)le. For nibre 
detailed informatton. see abo the TOT App&canl^ Guide, a pubPeation of WIPO. 

In theseWes, *Article% "Rule*, and "Seotfon" reter to theproviaions of the POT, the PCT Regulations and the POT 
AdmbUstrstive Instructions reapeotively. 



(NSTRUCTiONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 



The applicant has. after having reo^ved the international search report, orte opportunity to amend the daima of Oie 
international appiioafion. It sfiould however be emphasized that, svice all parts of the intematior^ application {claims, 
descr^stion and drawing) may be amended during the International preliminary examination procedure, there is usually 
no need to me amendments of the claims under Article 19 except where, e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be published 
for the purposes of provisional protection or has another reason for amending the claims before tntemationai pbuHoation. 
Furthermore, it should t>e emphasind that provisional protection is available in some States only. 



WM parts of the IntemMional applicailion may be araecided? 

Under Artiole 1 9, only the datms may be amended. 

During the international phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended} under Article 34 before 
0ie International Preliminary £xaminsng Authority. The description and drawings may only be emended under 
Article 34 (aefore the tntemationai Examining Authority. 

(ipon entry into the national phase, all parts of the intemalional application may t>e amended under Article 28 
or, wtiere applicatile. Article 41 . 



When? WitNn 2 months from the date of transmittal of the international search report or 1 6 months from the priority 

date, whichever time limit expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments wilt be considered 
as having been rsoeived on time if they are received by ttie Intemationat Bureau after the expiration of the 
appltcable time Gmit but before the completion of the teohnloal preparations for irttemstbnal publication 
(Rule 46.1). 



Where not to file the ametidmenta? 

The amendments may only fso filed with the tntemationai Bureau and not with the receiving Office orttte 
Intemaftianal Searohing Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for mtematiorml preliminary examination hae tieen^ filed, see below. 



How? Either by oanceliing one or more entire claims, tiy adding one or more new claims or by amending the text of 

one or more of the daims as filed. 

A replaoement sheet must bo sutxnitted for each sheet of the daims which, on account of an amendment or 
amertdments, diffm from the sheet originally filed. 

All tiie daima appearing on a replaoement sheet must t>e numt^ered in Arabic numerals. Where a daim is 
cancelled, no renumtsering of the other daims is required. In all coses where daims are rentant^ered, they must 
k>e renumtaered consecutively (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made in the language in which the International application is to be pubflshed. 



What documents mtiaSftnay accompany the amendments? 
Letter (SecUon 20$(b)): 

The amendments must l>e submitted with a letter. 

The letter v^R not be published with the international application and the amended daims. It should not be 
confused with the "Statement under Article 19(1)' (see tselow, under "Statement under Article 19(1)*). 

The tetter must be In English or French, at the choice of the applicant. However, If the language of the 
tnteinatlonal application Is English, the letter must Im in English; if the language of the bttemational application 
Is Frsnch, the letter must be In French. 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The tetter must imficate th© differences behiveen the daime as filed and the claims as amended. It must, in 
particulaf , Indteate, in connection with each claim appearing In the intemattonal fl^^plioalion fit betng understood 
that identical Indcattcns conceming several claims may be grouped),wh0ther 

d) the claim is unchanged; 

(o) the claim is cancelied; 

(ni) the claim is new; 

fiv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filsd; 

(v) the claim is the rasuH of IhedMsion of adam as filed. 



The fottowlng examptes Hliistrate the manner In which amendmanis mustbe explained In the 
aoooropanylng Mien 

1 . IWhere ofiginany there were 48 datms and after amendment of some datms ttiere are 51}: 
-Qaims 1 to 29. 31,32, 34. 35. 37 to 48 replaced Isy amended claims tiearing the same numbere; 
datms 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new daims 49 to 51 added* 

2. (Where oHginally there were 1 5 daims and after amendment of all daims there are 11 ): 
"Claims 1 to IS replaced t>y amended claims 1 to 11 .* 

3. (Where anginaHy ttiere were 1 4 daims and the amendments consist in cancelling some daims and in adding 
new daims]: 

•aaims 1 to 6 and 1 4 unchanged; daims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new daims 1 5, 16 and 17 added.* or 
*aajms 7 to 13 cancelled; new daims 15. 16 and 17 added; all other daims unchanged* 

4. (Where various kinds of amendments are. made]: 

XIaims 1-10 unchanged; daims 11 to 13, 18 and 19 canceHed; claims 14, 15 and 16 replaced lay amended 
daim 1 4; claim 17 sutsdivided into amended daims 15, 16 and 17; new daims 20 and 21 added." 



"Staitement under article 19(1 )** (Rule 46.4) 

The amendments may be accompanied tjy a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact 
that such amendments might have on the description andthe ^frawings (which cannd be amended under 
Article 19(1)). 

The statoment will be published with the Intemationd appfication and the amended daiiris. 
it must be In the langu^e In which the international apppfication is to be puMfshed. 
It must ft>e brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into EngGsh. 

It should not be confused wfth and does not replace the letter incficating the deferences between the clolme 
as filed and as amended. It must be filed on a separ^ sheet and must be identified as suCh fay a heading, 
preferaisly by using the words 'Statement under Article 19(1 ),* 

It may not contain any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Fleference to citations^ relevant to a given dasn. contained in the international search 
report may bo made oniy In con n edion with an amendment of that daim. 



Consequence if a demand for international prdlmlr>ary examination has already treen flied 

If, at the time of (IKng any amendments under Artioie 1 9, a demand for international prdimlnary examination 
has already t>een submittod. the appHcant must preferably, at the same time of filing the amendments with ths 
Internationa] Bureau, also Hie a copy of such amendments with the International PreTiminaty Examining 
Authority (see FUite 62.2(a), first sentence). 



Consequence with ragani to tran^aUon of the Intematlonat application for entry into the national phase 

The appltoanrs attention is drawn to the (ad thai, where upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the 
daims as amended under Artide 19 may have to be furnished to the designaled/deded Offices, instead of, or 
in addition to, the translation of the daims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designaitod/isieded Offi6e, see Volume 11 of the POT AppGoanTs 
Cauide. 
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PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

{PCT Arttete 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicanf 5 or a^enfs f9e refemnoe 
10003072WO01 



FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 



see Form PCT/ISA/220 
as well as. where applicable, item 5 below. 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2005/000732 



tntemational filing date (day/monthfyear) . 
14/01/2005 



(Eailiest) Pilority Date (dayAnonth^ear) 
16/01/2004 



Applicant 



CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 



TMs International Sean^h Report has been prepared by this Interrtatioinal S^wcT^ Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
aoobrding to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the Intematiohal Bureau. 



This Intematicmal Search Report consists of a total of . 



.sheets. 



\x\ It is gfeo accompanied by a copy of each prior art dbciMtient cited in this report 



1. Basis of the report 

a. with regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otfierwise indicated under this item. 



2- □ 
3. □ 



I I The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
* thtsAuthority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 



Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box III). 



4. With regard to the title, 

fx] the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

\x] the text is approved as sut>mitted by the applicant 

the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as It appears in Box No. IV. The appBcant 
may, within one month from the date of majling of this Intemationai search report, submit comments to this Authority. 



ID 
□ 



6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 

f5c] as suggested by the applicant 

I I as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the Invention. 

b. Q none of the figures Is to t)e published with the abstract. 



Fomi PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



IntemsUonal AppHcation No 

PCT/0P2005/000732 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER ^^^^^ /^^^ ../«^r*<i^/iii 

IPC 7 C25D3/56 C25D3/52 61185/858 HOlFlO/14 




Accordina to Intemallonal Patent Ctasstfication (IPC) or to both national dassffication and IPC 




a FIEIJ>S SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation seaicl>e<l (ctassification systen^ toOoiiwd by dassTHcatibn symbol 

IPC 7 C25D GllB HOIF 


Documentation searched Other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are Included in the fie 


Ids searched 



EPO-Internal , INSPEC, COMPENDEX, WPI Data, PAO 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Categoiy* Citation ot document, with indication, wtiere appropriate, o( Itis relevant passages 



Relevant to daim No. 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 1998, no. 13, 

30 November 1998 (1998-11-30) 

& OP 10 212592 A (TANAKA KIKINZOKU KOGYO 

KK), 11 August 1998 (1998-08-11) 

computer translation at 

" http : //www4 . i pd 1 . nc i pi . go . jp/Toku j i tu/PAO 

detai 1 . i pdl ?NOOOO=60&N0120=01&N2001=2&N300 

l=H10-212592"-par.'0006!-'0009!, *0011! 

abstract 

CH 393 026 A (THE NATIONAL CASH REGISTER 
COMPANY) 31 May 1965 (1965-05-31) 
page 7, lines 35-40 
page 10, lines 29-37; claim 1 

-/- 



1-3,5,7, 
11 



1-11 



Further documents are 6sied in the continuation d box C. 



ID 



Patent family membeis are listed in annex. 



Special categories of cited documents : 

•A" document defimng the general stale of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular r^evance 
"E" eartier document but published on or after the international 

firing date 

■L" document which may Ihnow doubts on priority clalm(s) or 
which Is Cited to estabfish the publication date ol another 
citation or other special reason (as spedfied) 

*0" document referring to an oral disdosure, use; exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international fifing date but 
later than the priority date daimed 



T laierdocumenlpubUshed after the Intemational fffing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

•X' document ol particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannol be considered novel or carwiot t>e considered to 
involve an Inventive step wtien the document is taken alone 

•Y* document of particular relevarxie; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is oombir^d with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such oombination t>eing obvious to a person skilled 
in the art - ■ 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the adual completion ol the international search 

11 November 2005 



Date of maWng of the international search report 

21/11/2005 



Name and mailing adrfress of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 - 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Gault, N 
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Intematlonaf Application No 

PCT/JP2005/000732 



C^Conttnuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Categoiy • Citation ol documenu with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant lo daini No. 



p,x 



RHEN F M F ET AL: "ELECTRODEPOSITED FEPT 
FILMS" 

IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON MAGNETICS, IEEE 

SERVICE CENTER, NEW YORK, NY, US, 

vol. 39, no. 5, PART 2, 

September 2003 (2003-09), pages 2699-2701, 

XP001174347 

ISSN: 0018-9464 

cited In the application 

page 2699, last paragraph 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 2003, no. 12, 

5 December 2003 (2003-12-05) 

6 OP 2004 323948 A (ELECTROPLATING ENG OF 
JAPAN CO), 18 November 2004 (2004-11-18) 
computer translation at 
"http://doss1erl.1pdl .nclpl .go.jp/AIPN/a1p 
n_call_transl .1pdl?N0O00=7413&N0120=6l&N2O 
01=2&N3001=2004-323948"-Table 1 
abstract; figure 1 



1-11 



1-7,11 
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Information on patent family members 



tntemational Application No 

PCt/JP2005/000732 



Patent document 




Publication 




Patent family 


Publication 


dted In search report 




date 




m8mber($) 


date 


JP 10212592 


A 


11-08-1998 


NONE 






CH 393026 


A 


31-05-1965 


NONE 






JP 2004323948 


A 


18-11-2004 


NONE 
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